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would agree to go, though my horror at doing so would be very
great.
My discourse, pronounced with warmth and developed with
freedom, was listened to from beginning to end. I was sur-
prised to hear the Regent say I was right, but I opened my
eyes very wide when he embraced me, said that I spoke like a
true friend, and that he would give me his word, and stick to
it, he would not go. We parted upon this, I strengthening him
in his resolution, promising anew I would go, and he thanking
me for this effort. He showed no impatience, no desire that I
should go; for I knew him well, and I examined him to the
very bottom of his soul, and quitted him much pleased at having
turned him from a measure so disgraceful and so extraordinary.
Who could have guessed that he would not keep his word ?
But so it happened.
Although as I have said I felt sure of him, yet the extreme
weakness of this Prince, and the empire the Abb£ Dubois had
acquired over him, induced me to be quite certain of him before
going to the consecration. I sent therefore the next morning
to the Palais Eoyal to inquire after M. le Due d'Orleans, keep-
ing my carriage all ready for a start. But I was much confused,
accustomed as I might be to his miserable vacillation, to hear
from the person I had sent, that he had just seen, the Regent
jump into his coach, surrounded by all the pomp usual on grand
occasions, and set out for the consecration. I had my horses
put up at once, and locked myself into my cabinet.
A day or two after I learnt from a friend of Madame de
Parabere, then the reigning Sultana, but not a faithful one, that
M. le Due d'Orleans had been with her the previous night, and
had spoken to her in praise of me, saying he would not go to
the ceremony, and that he was very grateful to me for having
dissuaded him from going. La Parabere praised me, admitted
I was right, but her conclusion was that he would go.
M. le Due d'Orleans, surprised, said to her she was then
mad.
" Be it so," replied she, " but you will go/1
" But I tell you I will not go/' he rejoined.

